
MISSION 

To Encourage, Educate and 

Empower our neighbors in 

need toward transformed and 

self-sustaining lives.  

HOURS OF OPERATION 

Monday-Thursday: 10am-5pm 

Call to schedule an after hours 

donation drop-off  

FOOD PANTRY HOURS 

Monday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday: 1pm-3pm 

Tuesday: 10am-2pm 
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Volunteer Spotlight: Allie Wittkamp 

www.facebook.com/

thrivepeninsula 

Allie Wittkamp works for TowneBank and is a 

THRIVE Peninsula Family Advocate and 

Board Member. She represents TowneBank 

on the Corporate Volunteer Council and, in 

that capacity, attended a Volunteer Hampton 

Roads event a year ago where she met 

Angela York, THRIVE Executive Director. 

Angela spoke to the group about ways 

THRIVE helps the community including 

offering budget counseling to people in 

financial distress.  Allie saw budget 

counseling as the niche for TowneBank’s participation in giving back to the 

community. With permission from her company, she formed a team of four 

staff to provide weekly sessions with families in need.    Continued on page 2. 

Food Bank Links Fresh Foods to THRIVE 

The Virginia Peninsula Food Bank’s Neighbor to 

Neighbor Food Rescue Program connects partner 

agencies with area grocery stores and restaurants. 

THRIVE, through its Food Bank partnership, has been 

connected to two area Food Lions. This arrangement 

allows THRIVE to pick up fresh, healthy food that 

would otherwise be wasted and distribute it to 

Back to School Supplies 
School will begin shortly, and THRIVE is collecting 

school supplies for the families we serve. When 

you’re doing your back-to-school shopping, please 

consider picking up extra supplies for Peninsula 

children whose families who struggle to purchase 

these necessary items. 
 

 Book bags 
 Crayons 
 Dry Erase Markers 
 Erasers 
 Lined loose leaf paper 

 Hand sanitizer 
 Rulers 
 Pencils 
 Pencil pouches 
 Scissors 
 Highlighters 

Peninsula families who face food insecurity. 

THRIVE receives frozen meat, deli products, bakery 

goods, and more from the two participating Food 

Lions. The goods are then distributed to hungry 

families through the THRIVE food pantry. 

http://thrivepeninsula.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cde37b4ecd5f1d63acf5384cc&id=65bc857fd2&e=9a4d765f78
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* Name has been changed to protect client’s privacy. 

Volunteer Spotlight continued from page 1.                                                      

Allie views her and her coworkers’ efforts as using their 

skillset to help their neighbors. As budget advocates, 

they sit down with community members requesting 

financial assistance from THRIVE and chart their 

income and expenses in the form of a household 

budget—a copy of which is given to the family. 

With her marketing skills as TowneBank Vice 

President, Director of Market Engagement, Allie was 

also instrumental in the Give Local 757 campaign that 

brought in over $4,000 to THRIVE. She and Angela 

used their collective energies to orchestrate posts and 

feedback emails during the 24-hour period. 

As a member of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, which 

is a new THRIVE partner, Allie was thrilled when the 

Hilton area churches chose THRIVE as the 

recipient of their Vacation Bible School service 

project. Allie’s five-year-old daughter attended 

VBS and helped collect shoes and canned 

goods to donate. THRIVE’s ministry is a good 

reminder that not every child nearby has enough 

to eat, and the importance of sharing with others. 

Allie is grateful that her company recognizes the 

benefit of community service. TowneBank’s 

commitment to THRIVE is an example of a 

corporate partner that is using its resources to 

fulfill the needs of the people it serves. Allie 

hopes that more companies will become aware 

of THRIVE and open doors to their resources 

that are sorely needed by the community. 

 

for her new 

apartment. She is 

currently staying 

with a friend but 

plans to move in as 

soon as the 

furniture arrives.  

According to Elisa, 

the staff at THRIVE 

couldn’t have been 

more helpful.  She 

just wishes there 

were more organizations like THRIVE that have 

the great spirit and heart for people in need. 

Elisa* was referred to THRIVE by a friend who was a 

member of Calvary Chapel. She moved back to the 

area recently after suffering two heart attacks and 

wanting to be back near her adult son and daughter.  

However, she did not have the resources to put a 

deposit on an apartment. THRIVE not only helped her 

with the money to pay the deposit but also with food 

from the pantry, and best of all Elisa said—a session 

with a budget advocate. Elisa is dyslexic and has 

trouble with mixing up numbers. The THRIVE advocate 

clarified the amount of her Social Security payments so 

she understood exactly the income she was receiving. 

THRIVE also helped Elisa by referring her to LINK of 

Hampton Roads which is helping to secure furniture 

 

Client Testimony: Elisa 

Volunteer Phone Application 

Help Needed 
Are you compassionate person and a good listener? 

If so THRIVE needs you! Help take applications for 

assistance over the phone and provide appropriate 

resource referrals for families 

who are in crisis. Training 

provided. Seeking help on 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 

10:30-12noon. If you can help 

out, please call Angela at  

757-877-6211 x3. 


